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Some & the Diſſenting Teachers, 


who preach'd againſt Popery at Salter ＋. Hall, 
are charged with the blackeſt Ingratitude, Fal - 
ſities, Pride, Ambition, Sedition, Inconſiſten- 
cies, Self. Contradictions, the Want of Cha- 
rity, Schiſm, Malice, Cc. 


OCC ASIO N' 


by their intemperate Zeal Ad InveRives PER 
the Tenets of the Church of England, from which s 
they receive more Indulgence than they co1 Ia rea Wy 
ſonably RE or deſerre. Rp". 


©, 3; 
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But they are * gone cut of the 2 they are Abgabe 
become Abominable —— Their Throat is an open Sepulcbre, 
with their Tongues have they deceived, the Porſon of ps is 
under their Lips. Pal. xiv. 4, 5. 
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True and Sincere Lovers 


OF THE 


f 


Cuunchof England. 


Brethren, 


As we are all Members 
of the ſame Commu- 
nion, to your Protec- 
tion I commend this Treatiſe, 
which had never been brought 
forth, if the Diſſenting Mini- 
fiers, who preached lately 

their 


The Dedication. 


their Lecture Sermons at Sal. 


ter -Hall, had confined them. 
ſelves to the Subj ject-Matter of 
what they . and kept 

within the Bounds of Decenc y 
and: Good-Manners. But on 
the contrary, they run into 
extravagant Invectives againſt 


OUR Chuck, who has 


proved herſelf a tender Mo- 
ther to them, and laid to her 


Charge Things of which ſhe 


was never Guilty, and with 
unparallel'd Aſſurance arraign- 


ed and condemned her for 


Facts, which were literally 
falſe. But as Innocence will 
find Relief, and never want 
Succour, all they have done 

in 


7 be Dedicorithi 


in this Cafe is to heap Coals of 
Fire on their own Heads. 


* Shaw is not one Thing 
W in the Title-page, 
but what you will find verified 
in the following Pages; and 
they were not content to ex- 
claim againſt the Church, con- 
ſidered as a Spiritual Society, 
but to inveigh alſo againſt her, 
conſidered as a Civil Eſtabliſh- 
ment : They complained of 
many Things, as Grzevances, 
which their Fare have 
borne, and did not reckon 
them Grievances; they did bear 
them without reviling for above 
fifty Vears; and the preſent 


Generation have grown up to 
be 


The Dedication. 

be a flouriſhing People, not be- 
hind-hand with the © reſt of 
their Fellow-Subjects, except 
in the ſingle ARTICLE: of 
Power : And will no Conſide- 
ration of public Conveniency 
and Safety keep them quiet? 
But you know they are of a 

turbulent Spirit ; and the true 
Ground of Complaint, is, not 
that we have an Eftabliſhment 
but that ſome Men are not in 
the Eſtabliſhment. The true 
Reaſon of our dzſqualifying 
Laws, 1s, that by entruſting 
thoſe only with Power who 
are well-aftected to the eſta- 
bliſhed Religion, they may 
keep the whole Weight of the 

publick Encorrazements on the 
Side 


The Dedication. 
Side of that cſtabluſhed Reli- 


2 gion. 


As we differ from them not 
in Eſſentials, but in Ceremo- 
mals only, it is their Duty to 
return to the Church, and ſtop 
the Schiſm they have made by 
withdrawing themſelves from 
her; when they do this, and 
they prove by their Deport- 
ment that their Converſion 1s 
ſincere, then in all Probability 
they may not be denied a 
Share in the Eſtabliſhment ; 
till then it behoves us to guard 
againſt our Foes : As they 
will not Join with us in Pray- 
ers, in hearing the Word of 


God, and in the Ule of the 


Sacra- 


The Dedication, 


Sacraments, but ſeparate them- 
ſelves from us ; what can we 
ſay, but that they are poſſeſs. 
ed with the Spirit of Pride and 
Singularity ? In ſo doing, they 
do deny theſe Articles £ F aith, 
the Catholick Church, and the 
Communion of Saints: They 
make a Departure from the 
Church, as if Chriſt was quite 
baniſhed from hence, and * 
there could be no Hope of Sal- 
vation for thoſe who abide 
here; but if they cannot find 
Chriſt here, they can find him 


no where. 


A SCOURGE 


ScouRGe for the Diſſenters : 


on Tur 


FANATICK VIPER s. 


8 OW HE Wiles of Jatan, to al- 
Me A) ure and entice the Souls 
of Men to Perdition, are 
not more numerous than 

the Stratagems and Arti- 
J fices of Popiſb Emiſſaries 
to ſeduce and enſnare the 
Hearts and Minds of IGN ORANT and 
UNWARY PROTESTANTS, to em- 
_ the Principles of the Church of 

ome. 


-B  Popery 


1 


Popery has of late been propagated 
among us with incredible Succeſs; and 
Popiſh Praefts, maugre all our Laws to 
the contrary, like Molues in Sheep's Cloth- 
ing, have broke down our Fences, and 
made Havock of our Flocks : What they 
dare not attempt openly, they effect by 
clandeſtine Means, and with Intrepidity, 
as if they were encouraged thereto by the 
Lenity of the Civil Magiſtrate, and the 
Remiſſneſs of ſuch Paſtors who ought to 
feed, as well as watch, the People com- 
mitted to their Care, and thereby prevent, 
as much as in them lies, the young as 
well as the adult from being Kidnapp d, 
and ſent into Popiſh Countries, to the 
Detriment of the Kingdom in gene— 
ral, and to their own great Reproach in 
particular. 


Perceiving this Evil to encreaſe daily, 
like a Contagion, and being apprehenſive 
that it might become Epidemical, if a pro- 
per Remedy were not applied to the In- 
fection to hinder it from ſpreading: Some 
conſiderate and well- meaning Diſſenters 
addreſs'd themſelves to ſeveral of their 
Teachers, requeſting that they would preach 
alternately againſt Popery, and by that 
Means fruſtrate the Intentions of Popiſh 
Prieſts, and put a Stop to their further 
> Proccedings 


[FE | 


Proceedings in ſeducing the Unwary. 
There was no Occaſton for Importunity, 
the Perſons to whom Application was 
made unanimouſly confented without He- 
fitation, and to each was allotted the Sub- 
ject he was to treat upon: The Defign was 
laudable, and truly Chriftian, and had the 
Gentlemen who undertook the Task, ft. -ered 


their Courſe /feadily ; had they ſtuck to 


their Text; had they not deviated from 
the Path in which they firſt rrode, their 
Eabours would have been as Praife- worthy 
as the Deſign of thoſe honeſt Gentlemen 
who requefted them to undertake the Bu- 
finets ; their Names would have remained 
in everlaſting Remembrance, and been as 
fweet- . ſmelling as they are now become 


fetid. 


Nothing more was required of them 
than to fortify the Minds of weak Pco- 


ple, by ſhewing them the Ablurdities, In- 


novations, Incongruities, damnable Pofi- 
tions, and Soul- deſtroying Doctrine of the 
Church of Rome; her idolatrous Worſhip, 
Superſtition, ridiculous Fooleries, and the 
Cheats and Impofitions of her Prieſts, who 


make the Mammon of Unrighteouſneſs their 


God, and whoſe ſole Aim, tho couch'd 
under a ſpecious Form, is to gull the Laity 
of their Money and Effects: This was 


their Province, thefe Things they might 
| B 2 | have 


EE = 
have done without any Difficulty, having - 
Reaſon and Scripture on their Side. 


But to manifeſt to the World that they 
retain to this Day the old Leaven of Forty- 
one, and we know, by woeful Experience, 
that a little of it will eaven the whole 
Maſs (for our Teeth have been ſet on Edge 
as if we had eaten ſour Grapes :) Some of 
them having held-forth a-while, tack'd 
about on a ſudden, and as if it had been 
by mutual Compact (to me it ſeems a 
Combination, and it muſt needs ſeem ſo 
to every impartial Judge). they fell foul 
upon the Church of ENGLAND ; that 
very CHURCH by whom they arc nou- 
riſhed and ſupported. O Ingratitude ! In- 
gratitude ! Are theſe the Men with Con- 
ſciences truly ſcrupulous ? Tell it not in 
Gath, publiſh it not in Aſcalon. 


They are very ſcrupulous, I muſt needs 
own ; they ſtumble at a Straw, but can 
leap over a Mill-ſtone : And ſuch a Pro- 
ceeding, ſuch an ungrateful Return, when 
aur Church was entirely out of the Que- 
ſtion, calls ro my Remembrance the Hus- 
bandman in the Fable, who ſecing a Viper 
in the Road, almoſt frozen to Death by 
the Severity of the Weather, had Com- 
paſſion on the crawling Inſect, and taking 
him up, put him in his Boſom, and laid 

him 


8] 


him next to his Skin: But what was the 
Conſequence? Truly a very fatal one; for 
the Viper, being revivd by the Warmth 
of the Husbandman, and gathering Strength, 
ſtung the honeſt Man to Death, who had 
been ſo kind to ſave his Life. I will not 
draw a Moral from hence, all I ſhall ſay, 
is, That thoſe Fanatick Vipers, whom the 

pious King Charles the Firſt ſheltered, and 
who participated of his benign Influence, 
deprived him of his Crown and his Life. 


Had ſuch Sermons been preached by the 
Miniſters of the Church of England againſt 
Conventicles and Conventicklers in the 
Days of their pious Uſurper Oliver Crom- 

well, their Doctrine would have been in- 

terpreted Jedition, themielves ſedztrous 
Perſons, and Tyburn muſt have been their 
Lot. | 


What is it that theſe unaccountable and 
audacious Holders - forth would be at? 
Would they play the Ola Game over again? 
Are they ſo turbulent that nothing will 
ſatisfy them but down-right Republicaniſm, 
Anarchy, and Confuſion > Would they 
have more preaching Coblers, Tinkers, and 
broken Weavers to fill their Pulpits > Will 
they not be content till they again pro- 
phane the Temples of the moſt HI 

| GOD? 
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Gor? Till they have again turned our 
Churches into Stables! 


The Diſſenters, E acknowledge are very 
numerous, and Il am very ſorry for it; but 
yet we do not ſtand in Fear of their Num- 
bers, or any Arguments they can produce 
from Scripture and Reaſon to ſupport their 
Fencts, and refute ours. They have long 
covered and endeavoured to bring about 
a Coalitron ; but Thanks be to Gop, and 
to the good, ſagacious, and penetrating 
Clergy who oppoſed it, they have not ef- 
feftcd it, and J hope never will: For their 
preſent Behaviour manifeſts what rheir paſt 
would have been, and what their future 
will be, had they accompliſhed their De- 
ſign in being placed upon a Level with us. 
They would be Tyrants, their Yoke hca- 
vier, and more galling, more intollerable 
than Egyptian Slavery ; they, of their 
own Communion, who now keep them 
under, muſt have been made their Slaves 
had they ſucceeded. 


If Experience 4 not convince me that 
the Daſfenting Teachers are aſpiring and 
ambitious, yet the Truth of it may be 
proved from their imperious and domineer- 
ing Behaviour during the U ſurpation of 
that Arch-Traitor Cromwell, in which Time 
they Giſplay'd their Pride and Haughtineſs 

in 


[15 ] 
in Lording it over their BEAT T ERS: And 
that they would do the ſame at this Day, 
had they Power, I am perſuaded from the 
Character of them, given to me from one 
of their own Tribe: He was my intimate 
Acquaintance, and tho' a Difſenter, yet as 
honeſt a Man as ever liv'd : In diſcourſing 
with him one Day, the Church of England, 
among other Things, was brought upon 
the Carpet; and 1 muſt confeſs that I was 
very much ſurpriſed when I heard him de- 
Clare with Zeal and Feryor, That he hear- 
tily wiſh'd the Charch might be always 
Upper-moft. Hereupon I began to queſtion 
his Sincerity ; to which he anſwered, 
What I have ſaid, proceeded from a Heart 
void of Hypocriſy, Diſlimulation, or men- 
tal Reſervation ; for, continued he, It is 
the Church that protects us, by Toleration 
we enjoy the free Exerciſe of our Religion, 
and we have as much Liberty as we can 
in Reaſon deſire. Of theſe Bleſſings we 
ſhould be deprived if Popery had the Up- 
per-hand ; and had our Teachers as much 
Authority as they would willingly have, 
every one of them would be a Pope ; but 
now they are our Seryants, and like Fire 
and Water muſt be kept under : If we ap- 
prove not this Preacher's Doctrine, or his 
Morals, we leave him and go to another : 
This is a bleſſed Privilege which the Laity 
did 


Wig 4Lpe7 
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did not enjoy in the Year Forty- Eight, but 
I hope it is eſtabliſhed for ever. 


Here you have the Opinion of an honeſt 


 Diſſenter, and the Character he gives of 


the difſeniing Teachers; and if he were 
now alive, | am morally ſure he would 
not only decry the late Proceedings of the 
Preachers at Salter's Hall, for cenſuring 
the Doctrine of the Church of England, at 
a Time when in Reaſon it might be ex- 
pected, that thofe Gentlemen ſhould have 
confined the Subject- Matter of their Dif- 
courſes to fuch Points as lie in common 
between Proteſtants of all Denominations, 
which afford a very large Field of Con- 
troverſy: I ſay he would not only decry 
their Procecdings, but he would have told 
them plainly, That it could be no Service 
to the Proteſtant Intereft to ſow Diſcord 
among Proteſtants themſelves, and taking 
away that Confidence, That any Set 
among us may have in the Safety of its 
own Communion. 


acknowledge that there have been, 
and till are, Differences among us; but if 
theſe Differences, as is uſually ſaid, con- 


cern not the Eſſentials of Salvation, they 


would ſurely be much better adjuſted in 
quict Times, than be brought again upon 


the Tapis (after they had been ſo long dor- 
mant) 
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mant) in a Time of common Danger; or, 
if they cannot be adjuſted, left to reſt - 


where they do, as a proper Matter for 
Charity and mutual Forbearance. 


It was a ſettled Point among us, That 
the worſt Proteſtant Communion is i 
better than Popery ; but ſome of the Di 
ſenting Preachers ſeem to be of Opinion, 
That it is no Point gain'd to make Proſe- 
{ytes, unleſs they can alſo make thoſe Pro- 
ſeljtes from Popery Converts to themſelves, 
which is placing Things upon a very nar- 


row Bottom, and no Good can be expect 


ed from ſuch Attempts. 


If it be conſidered that the Church of 


England is eſtabliſhed by Law, then it 
will follow, that, in the Judgment of every 
unprejudiced and unbiaſſed Perſon, ſhe had 
certainly a more than common Right to be 
treated with Decency and good Manners ; 
for there is ſomething ſo Sacred in Autho- 
rity, that ir ought always. to ſecure it 
from Inſolence and Diſdain. But the 
Church of England ſeems to be the pecu- 
liar Mark of theſe Gentlemens Spleen, and 
in all their Exclamations againſt Popery 
there is ſuch a Mixture of Invective againſt 
the Eſtabliſhment, that it is no eaſy Matter 
to ſay which of them, in their Opinion, 
they take to be the greater Tyranny = 

the 
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the two, or which is moſt remote from 
the Purity and Simplicity of the Goſpel. 


Let me not be underſtood to mean that 
they are ALL chargeable with theſe Faults ; 
SoME of them are, and WBO they arc 
will be manifeſted in the Sequel of this 
Diſcourſe. I ſhall enter upon the Conſi- 


_ deration of their Lectures, with no Incli- 


nation to rob theſe Preachers of any Part 
of their due Applauſe, by under-valuing 
any Thing they have ſaid in Defence of 
the Common Caule ; for my Intention is 
only to remark a few Particulars, which, 
in my humble Judgment, had better been 
ſpared, and which, in the Opinion of every 
diſintereſted Man, muſt have an ill Effect 


upon the Minds of many into whole Hands 
their printed Sermons may fall. 


I ſhall make it evidently appear, from 
the Quotations out of ſome of theſe Gen- 
tlemens Lectures, that they have endea- 
voured to break that Harmony and Agrec- 
ment which have ſo long ſubliſted between 
Proteſtants in general; for they have in- 
timated that ALL of the Communion of 
the Church of England are no better than 
Diſguiſed Papiſts: And as Diſcord and 
Diſ-union muſt neceſſarily ariſe from thence, 
the Conſequence thereof can be no other 
than J2d71707, 

Are 
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Are they then preparing the Way for 
the Good Old Cauſe £ Are they making 
its Paths even? They may find a much 
rougher Piece of Work than their bloody 
Anteceſſors (the Regicides) did. Do they 
conſider what the Effects of Sed:tion are? 
I will lay before them ſome of its Fruits. 
It engenders and nouriſhes Irreverence of 
Gop, Diſobedience to Majcſtrates, Cor- 
ruption of Manners, Change of Laws, and 
Contempt of Juſtice. It cauſes Revenge, 
Forgetfulneſs of Conſanguity, Parentage 
and Friendſhip, Violence, Robberies, Con- 
fiſcations, ſavage Murders, infinite Exceſſes, 
and intollerable Miſeries, pitiful to behold, 
and ſorrowful to be rehearſed. Sedition lays 
Waſte whole Countries, and ſacks Towns; 
it armeth the Son againſt the Father, the 
Father againſt the Son, Brother againſt Bro- 
ther, and Kinſman againſt Kinſman : It is 
the Seed of all Kind of Evils, even of 
thoſe that are moſt execrable : It was the 
Opinion of Pythagoras that three Things 
were by all Means to be removed, 4 
Diſeaſe from tha Body, Ignorance from 
the Soul, and Sedition from the City. 


Now, if theſe are the monſtrous Effects 
of Sedition, as they certainly are, E would 
adviſe the ConsISTENT Proteſtants, to 


uſe Mr. C—+r7's own Words, to take 
C 2 them 
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them into their ſerious Conſideration; and 
alſo to take Care how they imbibe, and 
their Paſtors how they inculcate, ſuch No- 
tions as tend to, and may in all Probabi- 
lity create ſuch pernicious Miſchiefs. But 
ſome People take Delight in troubled Wa- 
ters, and care not what Lengths they go, 
or what Hazards they run for the Sake of 
Lucre; or who ſinks or who ſwims, if 
they can keep themſelves above Water : 
But let ſuch Men reflect that it is the Fate 
of lome to be drowned, and of others to 
die the Death of a Dog; and truly an Hal- 
ter is juſtly the Due of a ſeditious Perſon, 
and God grant that they who merit it, 
may be rewarded with it, 1 wiſh that 
we may not at laſt find @ Snake in the 


Graſs. 


Mr. C r and his Brethren muſt 
needs remember what an Out-cry was 
made againſt Dr. Sacheverell, on Account 
of the Sermon which he preached at St. 


Paul's on the Fifth of November ; in my 


humble Opinion, Mutatis Mutandis, Mr. 
(r deſerves as ſevere a Reprehenſion 
as the Doctor did: I would not have any 
one imagine that I am an Advocate, who 
plead in the Behalf of that Beauttefeu, or 


that I intend to vindicare his Sermon; I 


am lo far from it, that 1 look upon it to 
2c a ſeditious Piece, and calculated, like 
Mr. 
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Mt. Ch——r's (ſuch are my Sentiments 
of both) to ſow Diviſion among us, which 
is the Fore-runner of Sedition, which muſt 
inevitably come to paſs, if a proper Reme- 
dy be not applied in Seaſon, and the 
Breach ſtopp'd before it be made too wide, 
and thereby rendered impracticable. 


The Difference between them lies here; 
the Buſineſs of the Day required the Doctor 
to preach againſt Popery, and the deteſta- 
ble Machinations and bloody Purpoſes of 
Popiſh Prieſts and Jeſuits. He kept to 
the subject for a ſmall Space of Time, 

then quitted it, and levelled all his Artil- 
lery againſt the Diſſeuters; they took the 
Alarm, and made a terrible Uproar. 


The Task which Mr. CH r and the other 
Gentlemen took upon them, was likewiſe 
to ſhew from their Pulpits the dangerous 
State that Papiſts are in, and thereby cau- 
tion thoſe of their Communion from be- 
ing enſnared by the Craft and Subtleties 
of Popiſh Emiſſaries, which would certain- 
ly terminate in the Deſtruction of their 
Souls: And had they confined themſelves 
to the Subjects of their Texts, they would 
have diſcharged their Duty like good Men, 
but (as I ſaid before) there is ſuch a Mix- 
ture of Invective againſt the Eſtabliſb d 
Church, that they ſeem to queſtion which 

. has 
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has the greater Tyranny, and which has 
the leaſt Purity and Simplicity, Tae 
CHURCH OF ENGLAND or the Church 
of Rome. 


Upon the Whole, if Dr. Sacheverell 
merited what was inflicted upon him, as I 
am perſuaded hedid, what does Mr. Ch 
deferve ? If the Head was chaſtiſed for nod- 


ding at the Feet, what Puniſhment do the 


Feet merit which fhall dare to raiſe them- 
ſelves againſt the Head? I do not only ar- 
raign but condemn both, fince both have 
been equally culpable ; but I would not 
have any one think that I call for the Se- 
cular Arm, far be ſuch Thoughts from me, 
I hope the Tranſgreſſors will open their 
Eyes, and ſee their Errors, and then make 
an HONOURABLE Co NFESSION of 
their Faults. 


Ch r is pleaſed to call Church- 
# — the very ESSENCE of Popery, 
and very plainly intimates that the Church 
of England claims a BLIND Submiſſion ; 


but if he would lay his Hand on his Heart, 
and ſpeak from his Conſcience, he would 


then acknowledge that what he has aſflcr- 
ed is FALSE. 


If there were no Authority, then we 


mould be involves in Confuſion, there 


would 
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would be no Regimen, no Rule of Go- 
vernment; and the Church of England, 
conſidered as a Spiritual Society, Hath and 
does claim Authority over her Members in 
certain Points, but nevertheleſs in Subor- 
dination to the Authority of CHRIST: 
If ſhe claimed a BLIND Jubmiſſion or 
Authority, which ſhe expreſsly diſclaims, 
then ſhe would not lay the Scriptures open 
to all, or encourage the Reading them, 
or tollerate thoſe that differ from her, 
which it is manifeſt ſhe does : Mr. Ch r's 
Words are theſe; © Proteſtant Diſſenters 
« are too jealous of their Liberties ever to 
ce be brought to ſacrifice them to the proud 
Claims of ambitious Prieſts.— Go on, 
« beloved in the Lord. —— Know your 
Principles, and continue Conſiſtent Pro- 
« teſtants. Let the Spirit of Popery, where- 
C ever you diſcern it, be your Abborrence. 
„ Maintain the Liberty of your own Con- 
& fciences, and allow to every one the 
« Right of private Judgment. Authority 
and Blind Submiſſion, are the Founda- 
„ tion and very Eſſence of Popery, — and 
« whoſoever they are, that plead for this 
cc Authority over the Conſciences of others, 
& and inculcate a Blind Submiſſion to the 
% Prieſt, — they are, whatever Dignitres 
they may wear, Enemies to the Pro- 
&« teſtani Religion and Liberties, and avow 

«te 


; Lin) 
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« the moſt dangerous and moſt pernicious 
« Principle. of all Tony; *.* 


He that is but little contri with the 


Language of theſe Gentlemen, muſt know 
who thoſe d:ſpgurſed Enemies to the Pro- 
teſtant Religion ate, and who are here 
ſaid to inculcate Authority and Blind Sub- 


miſſion : They cannot be the Diſſenters, to 


ſuppoſe that would be ro ſuppoſe Mr. 
Ch 7» accuſing himſelf and the other 
Paftors of his own Communion ; nor can 
they be the Papfts, for they do not wear 
any Diſguiſe; then it is clear he means 
the Clergy of the Church of England, 
whom he charges the Conſiſtent Proteſtants 
to have in Abhorrence. 


Does he not by this Doctrine adviſe 
them not to keep Company with, and to 
withdraw themſelves from the Society of 
the Members of the Church of England, 
for ſurcly no Men aflociate with Perſons 


whom they abhor? Is not this ſowing Di- 


cord and Dif union among us, the Fruits 
of which 1 have related before? If Mr. 
Ch r hath not play'd the Jeſuit, yet in 
my Judgment, he has acted the Part of a 
Sophiſter ; and I appeal to his Conſcience 
whether he does not know that there is, 

and | 


+ Sermon, p. 50. 
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and that he can make, and ought to have 
made, a Diſtinction between Authority 
and blind Authority : 1 may affirm that 
no Man will queſtion his Ability, but as 
he has been wilfully guilty of ſuch an 
Omiſſion, it manifeſts his CON DU to 
have been partial, that he has not plaid 
the fair Part, and has cauſcleſsly, and yet 
not ignorantly, ſlandered the Miniſters of 


the CHURCH oF ENGLAND, to his 


own indelible Shame and Reproach. 


Again, Mr. 8 complains, That 


the Church of England derives her Orders 
from the corrupted Church of Rome : 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
(c 
cc 


c« 


I know very well (ſays he) that there 
are among us (PROTESTANTS) Men 
who allow the Church of Rome to be 
a true, though a corrupted Church, and 


| who derive their own Succeſſion of 


Biſhops from thoſe of her Communion, 
and think that the Validity of their 
Sacraments and- Orders depend upon 
their preſerving that Succeſſion en- 
tire, I own, that theſe and ſuch 
like Conceſſions may be very neceſſary 
to the SUPPORT of ſome certain 
Schemes, Pretences, and Claims: But 
I am very certain it is doing no Credit, 
nor bringing any Security to the Pro- 
Feftant Cauſe, _— as thoſe who 

| «© make 


ec 


indy 


c 


e 
cc 


cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


Ie 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


nel — 
to have. no other PARENT, than the 
Mother of Harlots, and n. of 
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make thoſe Allowances. to the Church 
of Rome, condemn all who diſſent from 
themſelves as guilty of SchIS M, and 


all their Sacraments and- Adminiſtrations 


aS NULL and voiD*, 


Mr. N ſays, 4 That it is s dangerous 


to continue in a Church, the Validity 
of all whoſe Adminiſtrations depends 


upon an uninterrupted Succeſſion from 


St. Peter ; ; and that it is unaccountable 
that any who call themſelves Pro- 


reftants, ſhould be fond of deriving the 


Validity of their Sacerdotal Functions 
through this impure and corrupt Chan- 
which ſeems for. ſeveral: Ages 


the Earth 12 


K . Gentlemen do not know, I 
then muſt acquaint them, that there is a 
wide Difference between laying that the 
Prieſthood cannot be regularly convey'd, 
but through the Succeſlion, and that al/ 
Adminiſtrations are null and void, which 
are not adminiſtred by thoſe who claim 
from this Succeſſion: Tis true, the Church 


of England « ALLOWS none to adminiſter 


in 


Sermon p. 43, 44. T Page 34- 
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in Holy Things, but thoſe who are law- 
fully called; but that ſhe condemns all 
Adminiſtrations otherwiſe done, as null 
and void, is more than theſe Gentlemen 
have Authority to ſay, or are able to 
prove: But what they drive at, is becauſe 
the Church of Rome is a corrupted Church, 
therefore ſhe cannot convey the Miniſterial 
Authority. 

“ Can (fays Mr. N—/) the Sacerdotal 
Character be convey'd thro' ſuch impure 
% Canals?” And Mr. Ch r anſwers 
directly to the Point, and ſays,“ The 
fFapiſb Biſhops ate not Chriſtian Bi- 
e ſbops, and therefore their Ordinations 
« arc no more valid than if they proceed- 
« ed from an Indian Brachman, or a Ma- 
« hometan Derviſe . But yet theſe Gen- 
'tlemen ſay, they have vAL1D Orders in 
their ' Communion ! For, If Men are 
ee qualified by ſufficient Knowledge, by 
« ſtrong Inclination, by undiſſembled Pie- 
« ty to preach the Goſpel, they have one 
e of the beſ# Commiſſions from God that 
e they can deſire 7“: This is what Mr. 
Ch-——-r ſays: And ſo Mr. N—/, — 
« The Proteſtant Religion is in a much 
* ſafer Way of Salvation, which admits 


« Perſons duely 15 and ſolemnly ſe- 
« perated 
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« perated to the Paſtoral Office; to be 


cc * rightful Miniſters of Jeſus Chriſt *”.. 


Theſe are very extraordinary Aſſertions, 
and the Gentleman would have done well 
to have given, if they were able, ſome 
Proof for them; they want more than a 
bare Allegation to confirm and ſupport 
them: But perhaps they reſerve this for 
for ſome future Oppornaityy 


I am perſuaded they will acknowledge, 
that there is ſome Virtue or ſpiritual Ef- 
fed in the Adminiſtration of the Goſpel 
Ordinances ; and if ſo, then I would ask 
them, whether the Corruption of Faith, 
cr Manners in the Adminiſtrator, will 
PREVENT the Effet of theſe Ordi- 
nances on the Part of the Receiver? 1 
take it for granted that they will anſwer 
in the Negative. 


Then, if Goſpel Ordinance May BE 
CONVEYD through an impure Channel, 
why not the Paſtoral Authority? Their 
Doctrine is, That every one who is qua- 
lified (i. e. who thinks himſelf qualified) 
and is ſtrongly inclined , or (to uſe Mr. 
N—Ts TRI who is ſolemnly ſeperated 

(though 


* Page 14. 
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(though no body knows by m]) without 


any Kind of . Regard to Sueceſſion, may 


exerciſe the Office of a Chriſtian Miniſter : 
But is not this a flat Contradiction to the 


Practice of the whole Chriſtian Church, 
as taken from the Apoſtles, and to the 


Sentiments of great Numbers even a— 
mong the — mann 


Theſe Pointe have won e an 
hundred Times over, and if theſe Gentle- 
men have a Mind to renew the Contro- 
verſy, our Engliſh Clergy are ready to en- 


ter the Liſts with them. 


Any reaſonable Man would think that 
there was neither Reaſon or Diſcretion to 
revive theſe old Diſputes at this Time, 
fince the Caule docs not lie between Pro- 


teſtants and Proteſtants, but between 


Proteſtants and the Church of Rome. 


But ſuppoſing, though by no Means 


admitting, that the” Chantal England is 


wrong in the Method ſhe inſiſts upon; 


theſe Gentlemen might have allowed her 


the Benefit of their own Rules. If we 
have no Succeſſion, nor ought to claim 
any, we have nevertheleſs Qualifications, 


Inclinations, ſolemn Preparations, as well 


as they, in Virtue of all which, it might 
be 
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be hoped at leaſt, that they would allow 
us to have a valid Miniſtry, and to be a 
ſafe Communion ; eſpecially ſince Mr. 
Ch——7 informs us, that “a ſincere Com- 
ee .pliance with the Terms of the Goſpel, 

« will ſecure - the Bleſſings of Redewp- 
tion *. | 


But has we ſhould. not flatter our 
ſelves upon ſuch Hop Es as theſe, we are 
told plainly, that it is DANGEROUS ro 
continue in a Church, the Validity of whoſe 
Adminiſtration depends upon an uninterrupt- 
ed Succeſſion, That is (for it is the ſame 
Thing with them) it is dangerous to con- 
tinue in a Church, which DERIVES ite 
Hucci ſſion 2 aeg eee Church 4 
„ —_— # 


Such a Church is no Proteſtant "RY 
For pray obſerve what Mr. N e ſays, 
THE PROTESTANT Religion, which ad- 
mits Perſons ſolemuly ſeperated to the Paſtoral 
Office is a much ſafer Way, Cc. the Im- 
port of which (according to my Under- 
ſtanding) is, that they who will not ad- 
mit this ſolemn Seperation in Oppoſition 
to the Succeſſion (which the Church of 

England, 
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England does not) are not of the Pro- 
2 2 5 


Hence then it a according to th 
Gentlemen's Way of reaſoning, that as 
we arc not Proteſtants, we muſt be Pa- 

piſts. Behold the Modeſty of the Men, 
or rather the Falſity of their confident 
Aſſertion! They ſay we are diſguiſed Pa- 
piſts, and while we pretend to be Pro- 
teſtants, have the very Spirit and Eſſence 
of Popery. 


Is then Popery a ſafe Commun! ? No; 
it is CUT orf from CHRIST *; the 
SYNAGOGUE OF SATAN 7, the Mo- 
ther of Harlots, and, the Abominations of 
the Earth. 20 


Does not this confirm what I mention- 
ed before, that theſe Men will not allow 
or accept any Proſelytes from Popery, un- 
leſs they are Converts to themſelves ; they 
would drive all Men to Popery who are 
not willing to in with them, and go 
their Lengths :- For who that has an ho- 
neſt Heart would not rather profe/s himſelf 
an open than a diſguiſed Papilt ? 


According 
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38 to uahe Principles: of theſe 
Men, there can be no ſafe Communion : 
even their own Communion will have 
nothing to recommend them beſides their 
own Confidence: They will not ſurely 
pretend to Infallibility or ſpotleſs Inno- 
cence, and what is it that any Chriſtian 
can have to truſt to, if nothing that is 
good can be D to them by veg 
Hands s MA; | 


Another Objection brought againſt the 
Church of England, is, That ſhe has foo 
much CHARITY for Papiſts. I look up- 
on this Charge to be ſarcaſtical, yea, a 
tot malicious Sarcaſm; but perhaps the 
Gentleman may be ſerious, and therefore 
! vill give him a lerious Anſwer. 

We never had the Condes and Aſſu- 
rance to arrogate to our ſelves ſuch an 
Exceſs of Charity; ſuch an Expreſſion 
would be preſumption in the ſuperlative 
Degree, and therefore as we never did 
appropriate to our ſelves what he attri- 
butes us, this is another do of 
their Falfitics.. PR. 


We bleſs Go p for the Portion of Cha- 
rity, which he has 88 us, we are truly 
| thankful 


thankful to him for it, and if we have 
what is ſafficient, we are content ; we 


do not boaſt a Redundancy, but are ſo 
far from it, that as St. Paul prefers Cha- 


rity before Faith and Hope, we pray dai- 


ly for an Increaſe of it. But that we 
may not be indebted to the Gentleman 
for his Kindneſs to the Members of the 
Church of England, if what he ſays, be 
true, V:S. That we have o much Cha- 
rity, tis demonſtrably true that the Diſ- 
ſenters have too little. 


To ſhew that there were no Grounds 
for ſuch an Imputation, I will ſtate the 
Caſe' with as much Brevity and Perſpi- 
cuity as I am capable. 


The Members of the Church of Eng- 
land allow that Men may be ſaved with- 
in the Pale of the Roman Church, accord- 
ing to the Terms of the Goſpel Covenant, 
or, as it is expreſſed a little after, in and 
by that Communion *. 


It is wonderful to ſee how Men will 
change! The Time hath not clapſed my 
Memory when it was ſaid, That by the 
Terms of the Goſpel a Man might be 
ELD Fa E ſaved 
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ſaved in any Communion, I could tell, 
to whom this Doctrine was offenſive; 
Mr. Ch , no doubt, can tell us who 
were not; and let him tell us alſo, for 
I call upon him to do it, why this is not 
as orthodox Doctrine now, as it was fif- 
teen or twenty Years ago. / 
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But let us now come to a right Un— 
derſtanding between us; what every rea- 
ſonable Man among us does ſay? Read 
his own Words: How GOD. will deal 
with thoſe, who, in the Romiſh Church, 
are mnvincibiy Ignorant of the Chriſtian 
Faith — I will not pretend to deter- 
mine: I am fo far from abſolutely exclud- 
55 them from all Share of his tender 

ercies There may be a Poſſibility 
of their eſcaping eternal Condemnation X. 


Though he ſeems to ſpeak this with 
Abundance of ill Nature and a Reluctance, 
yet he can not retract his Conceſlion ; 
however, he has ſaid it, and I deſire to 
know why we may not ſay it as well as 
he? Another falſe Charge brought  a- 
gainſt us is, that we ſay Papiſts may be 

ſaved by that Communion ; but we ſay 
not, for it is one Thing to be ſaved 4 
a Com- 
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a Communion, and another to be ſaved. 


by Go Mercies n that Commu- 
nion. & * | 3 


It would not hive been improper be- 
fore the Argument had been carried to 
ſuch a Length, to have ſhewn what a 
Papiſts is; a Papiſts, according to the 
Rhemiſts, is deſcribed to be one, that 
cleaves and adheres to the Pope in Re- 
ligion, and is obedient to hum in all 
T, kin 


Every one that is under the Juriſdi- 


Alon of the Pope, is not to be account- 
ed a Papiſt, in the Strictneſs oſ the Word; 
for there are ſome even in Italy, France, 
Spain, & c. who holds the Grounds of 
Religion, who ſighs and groans under the 
Romiſh Voak, and delice to be freed 
from it, yea, would rejoyce to ſee it. 


There arc others, who for want of 
Knowledge, and the Means thereof, are 
entangled with ſome Points of Popery, 
but yet they hold the Foundation which 
is CHRIST JESUS, and look to, be 
ſaved through his Merits, and not by 
their own, or any others- 
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Now my Charity teaches me that af 
leaſt a Remnant of theſe will be ſaved, 
and my Faith alſo is ſuch, that I be- 
lieve a Remnant of the Diſſenters pay 
likewiſe meet vith Salvation. | 


As to Papiſts, do ese to the Pope, 
c. who will. not be reclaimed from 
their Errors, who refuſe to hear the Word 
of GoD, to read the Scriptures, or any 
other good Book, and perſevere thus to 
the End, yet though they are in a moſt 
dangerous State, yet I will not take upon 
me to judge magiſterially, or abſolutely to 
pronounce their Condemnation. 


I judged this Diſtinction of . Papiſts to 
be neceſſary, becauſe there is one Gentle- 
man, I mean Mr. -t, who does 
not ſcem to be ſo favourable in this 
Matter, as Mr. Ch 7, or at leaſt he is 
not ſo intelligible ; he addreſſes his Con- 
gregation in theſe Words. When you are 


ſpeaking with Tenderneſs and Charity of 


the Multitude of poor Souls, that are un- 


der the Roman Vat, and hoping that qt 
many of them may be ſaved, let that 
very Compaſſion excite your Deteſtati- 
on of Popery, that hath ſo ſadly abuſed 
tumble and honeſt Minds. 
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"By, Mal as it ſtands: nere in Oppo- 
ſition to the Multitude of poor honeſt Souls, 
that are under the Roman oak, he muſt 
mean, if there be any meaning in his 
Words, the Popiſh Clergy ; theſe he repre- 
ſents as willfully corrupt and conſcquent- 
ly in a damnable State: But with. Sub- 
miſſion, I think it does not belong to 
me or him to ne, ſuch a perempto- 
Iy eee | 


But what does he ſay to thoſa poor Souls, 
whom he ſuppoſes to be humble and 
honeſt? He allows us to ſpeak with Ten- 
dierneſs and Charity of them, and to hope 
they may be ſaved: Nevertheleſs he pre- 
ſently tells us, that it is Flattery to allow 
that there is any Salvation for them; if 


this be not an Inconſi Ps. I know not 
"what is. 


n his own Words. Do not, ſays he, 
* — any of that Church, by allowing 
that Salvation is to be had, any further, 


than as they eue and * the Scrip- 
—_— * BY 


if ah Queſtion” was asked, Whether 
any Papiſt believes and obeys the Scrip- 
tures, 
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tures, he would anſwer, No: Therefore 
we muſt allow that there is no Salvation 
for any of them: What Room is there 


then to Hope that ſome of them may be 


ſaved? Are we to hope and not to hope? 
Or to ſay we hope, and unſay it again: 
Is not this a Self-Contradition? To ſpeak 

tenderly. of them behind their Backs, and 
damn them to their Faces, is a Piece of 
Caſuiſtry which I do not underſtand, and 
leave him to explain it according to his 


Capacity. 


Mr. C Hir has ſaid one Thing, which 
I hope has. proceeded from his over-flow- 
ing Zeal, or want of Conſideration, 
which I would not, nor do I believe any 


Man in his right Senſes, and upon Deli— 


beration, would have ſaid, if the whole 
World might be gained thereby. « As to 
« thole who have been bred up in the 
« Proteſtant Religion, and have the Li- 


© berty of conſulting the OR ACLEsS of 
« TRUTH; for SUCH to embrace the 
« Errors and Idolatries of the Antichrifti- 


« an Church of Rome, WHAT EXCUSE 
4 AN be made for their Madneſs !—— 
« Do they not WILLINGLY exchange 


« Truth for Error, and the Worſhip of 


« God for an impure Superſtition ? 


This 


[39]. 


This is a plain Demonſtration, that, 
according to his Doctrine, 20 Proteſtant 
can turn Papiſt, but he muſt withftand 
the Light of his own Conſcience, and 
conſequently put himſelf beyond the 
Reach of Gop's Mercies. The Streſs of 
the Argument is made to exiſt in this, 
that ſuch an one hath he Liberty of con- 
ſulting the Scriptures ; nor was this an 
angry Thought, for when he expreſſes his 
Hopes that ſome within the Pale of the 
Church of Rome may be ſaved, it is 
grounded upon this Suppoſition, that they 
are DESTITUTE of the WoRD of Sal. 
vation to enlighien them *. 8 


The Reſult of this is, that no Papiſt, 
who has the Opportunity of Reading the 
Scriptures, can be ſaved : If I could be 
brought to ſuch a Belief, I ſhould efteem 
it one of the wickedeſt Things that could 
be perpetrated by Man, to put a Bible 
into the Hands of a Papiſt; and I call 
upon Mr. Ch to ſhew a juſtifiable 
Reaſon why He ſhould do it: For, if he 
ſhould not convert him (and I am ſure he 
cannot: promiſe he ſhall be adb/e to ef- 
fect it) he puts the Papiſt into a —_ 
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ble State, but if he left him alone he is 
within the Reach of God's Mercies. 


Let Mr. — conſider . many 
poor Souls he has decreed to Condemna- 
tion. All Papiſts in all Countries who 
may have the Misfortune to have the Uſe 
of the Bible. This is Mr. Ch——r's Cha- 
rity,! but I thank God it is not mine; 
and if it be the Charity of all Diſſenters, 
it is not the Charity of the Members of 
the Church of England. * 


Having conſidered ſome parts of theſe 
Gentlemens SERMONS relating to the 
Church, under the Denomination of a 
Spiritual Society, 1 ſhall take Notice of 
two or three Paſſages in their Lectures as 
concerning the Church of England, conſi- 
dered as a Civil Eftabliſhment. 


« As a Miniſter of the Goſpel (ſays Mr. 

* ( r) I will venture to affirm that 
« No Time CAN be improper to reſcue 
„ the Ordinances of CHRIST from an 
© ABANBOND PROSTITUTION ; and 
% as a Lover of Liberty, I beg Leave to 
« ſay, that EVERY Time is IMPROPER 
c to lay HARDSHI1Ps upon faithful 
« Subjects, or continue them when laid, 
c. Vid. p. 55, 56. 8 
Mr, 


Dr. Große 
* hurt in any of his Civil Rights, with- 


41 ] 


Mr. N fays, © Far be it from Pro- 


teſtant Diſſenters to plead, even 


for Negative Diſcouragements for Reli- 


gious Principles, not ſubverſive of Socic- 


ty and Civil Government x. May the 
\ Wiſdom of the Legiſlature be directed 
to ſuch Meaſures conſiſtent with the 


Laws of Chriſtianity, and the natural 


Rights of Mankind, as N — 
the Proteſtant Intereſt * 


r ſays, © When a Man is 


out any CIVIL Forfeiture or Crime, 
merely on the Account of the Faith he 
believes, or the Worſhip he mA. 


this is Perſecution * 


Theſe Paſſages are fo very clear, that 


they need not any Explanation ; they are 
the common Topicks of Exclamations 
among the Diſſenters, who are grown un- 
eaſy under our Laws which diſqualify 
. who demand a Repeal of them as 
their nature Right, and cenſure the im- 
Poſing and Continuance of them as 0 
22 and ee 
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I ſhall not argue the Point with theſe 
Gentlemen, for they have given ſufficient 


Proof that they are not very capable of 


receiving Anſwers, but I ſhould be glad 
that they would be fo good to give one. 


What if the Hirit of the Nation af 


preſent will not bear ſuch an Alteration 
in our Conſtitution? What if it has been 
reid, That it is not his MaJEesTY's IN- 


TEREST aft this Time to comply with 


their Demands ? Can there be any Sort 
of Decency in their inſiſting upon it, even 
from the Pulpit, that it 1s a proper 
Time, and that no Time can be im- 
proper? 


Theſe Centlemen are very apt to boaſt 
oreat Things of their Zeal for his Ma- 
jeſty's Government, and of THEIR Im- 
portance to ſecure the Proteſtant Juc- 


ceſfon. But true Zeal is not petulant or 


unt ractable. 


One would be ſtrongly tempted to be- 
lieve that the Zeal theſe Men talk of, is not 
Zeal for Religion, or Zcal for his Majeſ- 
ty's Service, but Zeal for themſelves z and 
that their many Complaints againſt the 
Application of Power, for the Support and 


Encouragement of Religion, do not _ 
| cee 


[43 ] 
ceed from any Diſlike of the Thing, but 
of the Hands in which it is entruſted ; 
and if this appears to be the Caſe, what 
Opinion muſt the World entertain of their 
Conduct? The intemperate Zeal, which 
they have ſhewn upon this Point, when 
their Buſineſs called them another Way, 
gives a ſtrong Preſumption of this. 


Mr. /r asks, „ Should not thoſe 
* who are firm Friends to the Proteſtant 
« Religion uſe ſome of the ſelf ſame Me- 
* ihods to prevent the Growth of Popery, 
% which Jeſuits and others uſe to propa- 
«« gate it?” He then tells us, That the 
e Succeſs of theſe Methods is owing to 
« the Poverty and Ignorance of the lower 
« and poorer Part of the Nation, to whom 
ee they cunningly apply to by Liberality on 
© the one Hand, and Books of Inſtruction 
« and Devotion "(as they call them) on the 
« other: Their Neceſſities are often re. 
« lie ved by the Charity of the Popiſh No. 
« bility and Gentry; tacy have Coals pro- 
% yided for them to ſupport them under 
ec the Severity of the Winter, and Reme- 
& dies freely given them to heal the Dit 


ie eaſes, Oc. 


He then expoſtulates with his Congre- 
gation 3 „What ſhould hinder you from 
, F 2 & being 


"—_—_ EF. — 


„ 4 - 
* N. - * 2 
E 


FOE: 


. 


e 


= 
* 
79 — 
+ 4 
* 
1 
* 
Pl 
> 
* 4 
SK». - 
1 9 
4 2 
©4,1:0.3 
r 
2 
* 
#115 © 
8. ; 
+ LB 
4 N. 
Kay 
N 
* . 
* ” 
1 2 
| 15 
* * 
* 1 a 
: 4 
— 5 
* » oy 
+. 
* 5 
pe 
. 
21 
* 3 
* 
1 * 
1 
MLA 
HY 
„ 
. 
4: 
* 71 4. 
9 Fl 
KO 
FE" 
7 
t 
irq 
41 
1 
"pl 


44 

„ being as generous as they? If the Poor 
are moſt, in Danger, it is every good 
% Man's Duty to hinder them from being 
* corrupted : God hath bleſſed many of 
you with plentiful Fortunes, - and how 
e can you, better employ them than in 
* SUPPORT of Liberty ang true Reli- 
gion d, S650 | 


Mr. N indeed calls this BRIBE“ͥ 
RY: © I would not, ſays he, fill your 
Heads with imaginary Dangers, but this 
J am ſure of, great Induſtry is uſed by 
« Numbers of Prieſts - to. undermine 
« the Proteſtant Religion. Bribes are gi- 
« yen, and large Promiſes of Support and 
« Encouragement to the M EANER Peo- 


= ple, &c Te 


Let theſe, Gentlemen diſpute . 
they are BR IBES, or not; yet ſuppoſing 
them to be Bribes, as Mr. N Laſſerts, 
it is not very evident that this Gentleman 


diſapproves them, when they may be made 
to ſerve a better Purpoſe; for he adds, 
« Shall Proteſtants be aſleep, while the 
Enemy is cutting away the ndnd from 


&© under their Feet? 


This Inconſiſtency may perhaps be ſet 


right, by ſaying, rhat what is Bravery when 


applicd 
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applied to ſupport Popery, becomes Cha- 
rity when applied in Favour of the Pro- 
teſtant Religion. It is equal to me what 


they call it, Bribery or Charity; I am ſure 
that is the Application of Temporal En- 


couragements to the Support of Religion; 


and if (as Mr. Ch——:r alledges) it is the 
Duty of Gentlemen to employ their pri- 
vate Fortunes to this Purpoſe, I hope he 
will be ſo juſt to his Congregation as to 
explain why it is not lauful at leaſt for 
the Magiſtrate to make the ſame Applica- 


tion of the publick Revenues : And when 
he enters upon this, we ſhall expect him 


to ſhew how the laying in a Chaldron or 
two of Coals to a poor Man in Winter, 


or ſending him Things neceſſary when he 


is Sick, will more powerfully contribute 
cowards creating a virtuous Principle, than 
a Stipend given to a School-Maſter or a 
Pariſh-Miniſter, 


No doubt but if Mr. Ce had the 
Diſpoſal of the publick Revenues, he 
would be very liberal in laying in Coals 
to his Friends: What ſort of Fire thoſe. 
Coals would kindle, it is not difficult to 


judge, but it concerns us to conſider in 
particular what would become of the Church 
of England in ſuch a Calc. 
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grieved, unjuſtly treated, or hardly uſed 


1 

T have careleſly omitted one Thing, 
which 1 ſhall now inſert, as being a mate- 
rial Point: Mr. Chr ſays, . 'Tis one 
« Note that the Church of Rome can be 
« n true Church, becauſe ſhe hath no 
« Charity and dams all who will 
« not ſubmit to het Uſurpation. Oh! 
« that the ſame fatal Spirit had never en- 
« tercd into the Churches of Proteſtants”. 


But does he not ſee he has been doing 
the very Thing he condemns? Has he nor, 
as I ſaid before, decreed to Condemnation 
all Papiſts in general, who may have the Mis- 
fortune to have the uſe of the Bible? Is 
Mr. CH r ever the nearer making Con- 
verts from Popery, by telling them con- 
fidently they are damned? Charity is in- 
deed a principal Characteriſtick of a Chriſ- 
tian, and a diſtinguiſhing Mark of a Mem- 
ber of the True Church; but can we fay 
that this Gentleman has Charity, who 
damns by Wholeſale many Millions of 


humble and honeſt SouLs, as he calls 
them. 


If any of the Gentlemen, on ſome of 
whoſe Paſſages in their Sermons I have 
animadyerted, ſhall think themſelves ag- 


a 
L 0 


it * 


Wo; 


if they imagine that I have drawn wrong In- 


ferences from any of the Premiſles, or have 


torted or wreſted their Meaning, or have 


ſaid any Thing more to their Diſadvantage 
than what their own Words naturally im- 
port; let them vindicate themſelves, if 
they are able, without Evaſion or Preva- 
rication, and I will endeavour to vindicate 
what I have aſſerted. 


If I cannot do this, let them make me 
ſenſible of any Error 1 have committed, 
and no Man ſhall be more ready to ac- 
knowledge it, and ask Pardon by Way of 
Satisfaction; till then they muſt allow me 
to be tenacious of my Opinion, and to 
ſay that I am in the Right. It is their 
own Faulc if they pulled their Houſes on 
their own Heads ; had they not meddled 
with the Eſtabliſhment of the Church of 
England, and arraigned her Doctrine and 
Tenets, I ſhould not have meddled with 
them, they have a Rowland for their O/:- 
ver, nor ſhall they ever meet with better 
Treatment from me, till they ſhew better 
Manners, and become better Chriſtians, 
and better Subjects. 
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